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Karpoori Thakur to be
awarded Bharat Ratna

ARCHIS MOHAN
New Delhi, 23January

day after leading the
A pran pratishtha cere-

mony at the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
announced his government’s
decision to confer the highest
civilian award — the Bharat
Ratna — on former Bihar Chief

Minister Karpoori Thakur
posthumously.
Karpoori Thakur intro-

duced reservations for the
most backward castes (MBCs)
in the state within the larger
quota for backward castes, or
OBCs, in 1978. Referred to as
the ‘Karpoori Thakur formula’,
it predated the Mandal
Commission implementation
by 12 years. During his nearly
10 years at the helm, Prime
Minister Modi tried melding
the two components of the
‘Mandal versus Kamandal’ pol-
itics of 1990. Over the past 48
hours, the Prime Minister
embraced the two streams,
hitherto considered adversari-
al. In 2017, the Modi govern-
ment instituted the G Rohini
Commission for sub-categoriz-
ing the OBC quota to ensure
extremely backward classes
(EBCs) accrue the benefits of
reservation, which dominant
OBCs, such as the Yadavs, are
perceived to have cornered.
‘The commission submitted

Karpoori Thakur mlroduced reservations for the most
backward castes in Bihar within the larger quota for backward
castes, or OBCs, in 1978. It predated the Mandal Commission

implementation by 12 years

its report last year.

However, the decision to
confer the Bharat Ratna on
Karpoori Thakur, who hailed
from a poor nai (barber) caste,
also strikes at the dominant
OBC versus extremely back-
ward classes’ social dynamics
in Bihar. Karpoori Thakur
mentored and shaped Lalu
Prasad and Nitish Kumar's
engagement with politics, both
of whom carried forward the
backward classes and Dalit
assertion in Bihar. However,
EBCs saw Prasad’s rule as one
monopolised by the Yadavs, a
resentment that Kumar har-
nessed to win, in alliance with
the BJP, in 2005.

Last year’s caste survey in
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Bihar enumerated the socio-
economic status of OBCs and
EBCs as distinct categories.

Last month, the BJP picked
Mohan Yadav as its Madhya
Pradesh chief minister.

The conferring of Bharat
Ratna on Karpoori Thakur also
counters the demand for a
nationwide caste census by the
Congress and its INDIA bloc
allies, such as the Samajwadi
Party, JDU, and RJD.

Born on January 24, 1924,
Karpoori Thakur participated
in the freedom struggle and
was a member of the Congress
Socialist Party and later the
Praja Socialist Party.

He was the legislator of the
Bihar assembly from 1952 until

his death in February 1988, bar-
ring abrief stint as a Lok Sabha
member in 1977, which he quit
tobecome the Bihar chief min-
ister.Karpoori Thakur was the
Bihar chief minister for two
stints, from December 1970 to
June 1971 and June 1977 to
April1979. On Tuesday, follow-
ers and admirers of Karpoori
Thakur concluded their year-
long centenary celebrations in
Patna when the news that the
socialist icon was conferred the
Bharat Ratna was announced.

Arun Srivastava, a socialist
activist who had organised
meetings to mark Karpoori

Thakur's centenary, told
Business Standard that he wel-
comed the decision.

“Modi will end up appropri-
ating socialist icons as well,”
commented an organiser of the
centenary celebrations.

Former Union Finance
Minister and civil servant
Yashwant Sinha, Karpoori
Thakur’s principal secretary in
1978-79, remembered him as a
true mass leader.

According to Sinha, Thakur
had been treated shabbily as a
child by the upper-caste land-
lords of his village. Thakur told
Sinha that he was good at his
studies. When he passed his
matriculation with  good
grades, his father took him
to the village landlord to
inform him about Karpoorji
Thakur’s achievement.

OPINION

Jan Nayak Karpoori Thakur ji
worked to create a more
inclusive society with his policies
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NARENDRA MODI

oday is the birth centenary of Jan

Nayak Karpoori Thakurji, whose
relentless pursuit of social justice created
apositiveimpactin thelives of crores of
people.Inever had the opportunity to
meet KarpoorijibutIheard alotabout
him from Kailashpati Mishraji, who
worked closely with him. He belonged to
one of the most backward sections of
society, the nai samaj. Overcoming
numerousobstacles, heachieved alot
and worked for societal betterment.

Jan Nayak Karpoori Thakurji'slife
revolved around the twin pillars of
simplicity and social justice. Till his last
breath, hissimple lifestyleand humble
nature resonated deeply with the
common people. There are numerous
anecdotes that highlight his simplicity.
Those whoworked with him recall how
he preferred tospend his own money for
any personal matter, including his
daughter’swedding. During histenure
aschief minister (CM) of Bihar, adecision
wastaken tobuild a colony for political
leaders but he himselfdid not take any
land or money for the same. When he

people todonate some money so that
Karpoorijicould purchase anew kurta.
But, Karpooriji was Karpooriji— he
accepted the money but donatedittothe
CMReliefFund.

Socialjustice was mostdeartoJan
Nayak Karpoori Thakur ji. His political
journey was marked by monumental
effortsto create asociety where
resources were distributed fairly, and
everyone, regardless of their social
standing, had access to opportunities.
Hewanted toaddress the systemic
inequalities that plagued Indian society.

Suchwashis commitment to his
idealsthat despitelivingin anera where

where one’s birth did not determine
one’s fate. He belonged to the most
backward strata of society but he worked
forallthe people. He had notrace of
bitternessin him, which iswhat makes
himtruly great.

Overthelast ten years, our
government has walked on the path of
Jan Nayak Karpoori Thakur ji, reflecting
inourschemesand policies that have
brought transformative empowerment.
Oneof the biggest tragedies of our polity
hasbeenthatbarring a fewleaderslike
Karpooriji, the call for social justice was
restricted tobeinga poli(ical slogan.
Inspired by Karpoon ji's vision, we

impl ditasaneffective

the Congress Party wa: he
tookadistinctly anti-Congressline
because he was convinced very early on
thatthe Congress had deviated fromiits
founding principles.

Hiselectoral career beganin the early
1950sand since then he became a force to
reckonwith in the legislative chambers,
powerfullyvolcmg thestrugglesofthe
work mall farmers

governance model. I cansay with
confidence and pride that Jan Nayak
Karpoori Thakurji would have been very
proud of India’s feat of freeing 25 crore
people from the clutches of poverty in
thelast few years. These are people from
the most backward sections of society,
‘whowere denied basic facilities nearly
sevendecad freedom from

and youngsters. Education was a subject
very closeto his heart. Throughout his
political career he worked toimprove
education facilities for the poor. Hewasa
proponentofeducationinlocal
languages sothat people from small
townsand villages can climbtheladder
and attainsuccess. As CM, he took many
measures for the welfare of senior
citizensaswell.

Democracy, debate, and discussion
were integral to Karpooriji’s personality.
Thisspirit wasseen when heimmersed
himselfin the Quit Indiamovementasa
youngster and it was again seen when he
resisted the. Emergencywolh and nail.

ly

colonial rule. At the sametime, our
effortstowards saturation —of ensuring
every scheme reaches 100 per cent
coverage —echoes hiscommitmentto
social welfare. Today, when people from
OBC,SCand ST communities are
becomingentrepreneurs due to MUDRA
loans, it fulfils Karpoori Thakurji's
vision of economicindependence.
Likewise, it was our government that
had the privilege of extending SC, ST
and OBCreservations. We also had the
honour of setting up the OBC
Commission (which was opposed by
Congress, sadly), which is working on
the path shown by Karpooriji. Our PM-

passed away in 1988, several nt
tohisvillage to pay tributes. When they
saw the condition of his house, they were
moved totears—how cansomeoneso
towering have ahouse sosimple!
Anotheranecdote of his simplicity
datesbackto1977when he had just taken
overas CMof Bihar. The Janata
governmentwasin power in Delhiand
Patna. Thattime, Janataleaders had
gathered in Patnato mark Loknayak JP’s
birthday. Among the galaxy of top
leaders walked in chief minister
Karpoori Thakurji, withatorn kurta. In
hisownstyle, Chandrashekharji asked

Hisunique perspective:
admired by thelikes of JP, Dr Lohiaand
CharanSinghji.

Perhaps one of Jan Nayak Karpoori
Thakurji's most significant
contributionsto Indiawashisrolein
strengthening the affirmative action
apparatus for the backward classes, with
thehope that they were given the
representation and opportunities they
deserved. Hisdecision was met with
heavy opposition but he did notbowto
any pressure. Under hisleadership,
policies were implemented thatlaid the
groundwork foramore inclusive society,

ishwakarmascheme will also bring
new avenues of prosperity for millions of
people belonging to OBC communities
across India.

Asapersonbelongingtothe

backward classes myself, Thave muchto
thankJan Nayak Karpoori Thakur ji for.
Unfortunately, we lost Karpoorijiata
relatively young age of 64. Welost him
whenwe needed him the most. Yet, he
lives oninthe heartsand minds of crores
of people due to hiswork. Hewasatrue
Jan Nayak!

Thewriteris the prime minister of India

Official rejects ‘poll date’ speculation

ARCHIS MOHAN
New Delhi 23 January

An internal note stating that the Lok
Sabha elections could be held on April
16 was only for indicative purposes for
officials to plan preparations and should
not be construed as the polling date for
the seven parliamentary seats in the
national capital, Delhi’s chief electoral
officer clarified on Tuesday.

The internal note circulated by the
office of Delhi’s chief electoral officer,
with April 16 as the tentative “poll date”

to help officials schedule activities “in
the build-up” to the general election,
fuelled speculations that it could be
advanced by a couple of weeks since
Delhi voted in the latter half of the mul-
ti-phase election in 2019.

In the 2019 Lok Sabha polls, which
took place over seven phases from April
11 to May 19, voting for Delhi’s seven
seats took place in the sixth phase on
May 12.

However, in the polling for the 2014
Lok Sabha polls, which took place over
nine phases from April 7 to May 12, Delhi

voted in the third phase on April 10. In
2009, Delhi voted in the fifth, the penul-
timate phase, on May 7.

In 2019, the elections were
announced on March 10. In 2014, the
dates were announced on March 5.
“Some media queries are coming refer-
ring to a circular by @CeodelhiOffice to
clarify whether April 16 is a tentative poll
day for Lok Sabha elections. It is clarified
that this date was mentioned only for
‘reference’ for officials to plan activities
as per Election Planner of ECL” the
office’s handle posted on X.
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for Design,

1 Block No. 2, 2nd Floor, C & D Wing,

G;Q’ Gujarat Informatics Limited

Sector-10A, Gandhinagar.

APPOINTMENTS

Development,

nabing e Govenance | Phone:079-23256022, Fax:079-23238925 Websit : htp:/gil qujarat govin
GlLinvites bids through GeM Portal for Selection of Vendor
Customization and
Configuration of COTS based Mobile App Solution for
Water Resources Department, Government of Guijarat
(Tender No. GEM/2023/B/4409381 dated 20-01-2024).
Interested parties may visit http://www.gil.gujarat.gov.in
or https://www.gem.gov.in for eligibility criteria & more

details about the bids. - Managing Director

MECON LIMITED

(A PSU under Ministry of Steel, Govt. of India)

H.O: Doranda, Ranchi-834002
CIN No.: U74140JH1973G01001199

EMPLOYMENT NOTIFICATION
MECON Limited requires
Eminent Steel Plant Experts on contract basis
for “Operation(s)/Maintenance”
(O&M)/Commissioning of Integrated Steel
Plant (Advt. No. 11.73.4/2024/NSL_O&M_
Contract/01 Dated: 24/01/2024).

For further details please visit the link “Careers”
of our website: www.meconlimited.co.in.

A

apcotex industries limited

H Registered Office:
49-53 Mahavir Centre, Sector 17, Vashi, Navi Mumbai - 400 703
apc tex Tel.: 022- 2777 0800 o www.apcotex.com e Email: redressal@apcotex.com
‘Bonds Beyand Ghemisiry CIN: L99999MH1986PLC039199
Extract of S of Audited Fi ial R Its for the
Quarter and Nine th ded D ber 31, 2023.
(Rs. in Lakhs)
QUARTER ENDED NINE MONTHS ENDED | YEAR ENDED
SR.
NO. PARTIGULARS 31st Dec.23 | 30th Sept.23|31st Dec.22 | 31st Dec.23 | 31st Dec.22|31st March 23
Audited Audited Audited Audited Audited Audited

1 | Total Income from Operations 25,896.70 28,092.63 23,593.61 81,961.00 82,979.57| 1,08,721.84
2 | Net Profit for the period (before

tax, exceptional and / or

extraordinary items) 1,540.69 2,123.67 2,763.13 5,310.40 11,478.17 14,551.47
3 | Net Profit for the period before tax|

(after exceptional and / or

extraordinary items) 1,540.69 2,123.67 2,763.13 531040 11,478.17 14,551.47
4 | Net Profit for the period after tax

(after exceptional and / or

extraordinary items) 1,113.31 1,531.20 2,037.32 3,856.50 8,472.77 10,793.88
5 | Total Comprehensive Income for

the period [Comprising profit for

the period (after tax) and other

comprehensive income (after tax)) 1,767.26 1,666.10 2,011.96 5,569.63 8,468.32 10,577.21
6 | Paid up Equity Share Capital

(Face value of Rs.2/- each) 1,036.90 1,036.90 1,036.90 1,036.90 1,036.90 1,036.90
7 | Earning per Share

Basic & Diluted (*Not annualised) 2.15* 2.95* 3.93* 7.44% 16.34* 20.82

Notes:
A) The above is an extract of the detailed format of the results for the Quarter ended December 31, 2023 filed with the stock
exchanges under regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The

full format of the quarterly financial results are available on Company's Website www.apcotex.com and on the website

of the Stock Exchanges www.nseindia.com and www.bseindia.com.

B) The above financial results were reviewed by the Audit Committee and approved by the Board of Directors at their

meetil

C) The Board of Directors have recommended an Interim Dividend @ Rs 2/- per share (on fully paid up share of Rs 2/-
each) for financial year 2023-24 and fixed February 5, 2024 as record date for determining entitlement of members for

ng heldon January 23, 2024.

the purpose of payment of interim dividend.

Place: Mumbai
Date: January 23, 2024

For and on behalf of the Board

Sd/-

Atul C. Choksey
Chairman

DIN: 00002102

pnb MetlLife

NMilkan lt{e aage hadhaein

PNB MetLife India Insurance C

pany Limited: N

Pap

Registration Number: 117 dated August 6, 2001 with IRDAI
(Regulation 52 (8) read with regulation 52 (4) of the Listing Regulations)

(% in Lakhs)
Quarterending | Period ending | Quarter ending
Sr.No. | Particulars D 1, 31, Dx 31,
2023 2023 2022
1 Premium Income (Gross) (Refer note (c)) 2,39,096 6,34,989 215,762
A B e
3| Bxoptona neor Scaovarytoms Goterrote @) | 4591 18718 5722
o |t o ot perd st e wo | wm | s
Total Comprehensive Income for the period
5 [Comprising Profit/(Loss) for the period (after tax) NA NA NA
and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax)]
6 Equity Share Capital (as at date) 2,01,288 2,01,288 2,01,288
;| Reserves (excluding Revaluation Reserve) as shown . . .
in the Audited Balance Sheet (Refer note (f))
Earning per share (Face value of 310 each)
8 a. Basic (Not annualized for three and nine months) (in %) 0.20 0.65 0.27
b. Diluted (Not annualized for three and nine months (in %) 0.20 0.65 0.27
9 Debt-equity ratio (no. of times) 0.25 0.25 0.28
10 Debt service coverage ratio (no. of times) 6.29 6.61 7.99
1 Interest service coverage ratio (no. of times) 6.29 6.61 7.99
Footnotes

a) This format is modified to reffect the terminology used in the Insurance Act IRDAI Regulations.
b) The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly/Half yearly Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI
(Listing and Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Quarterly/Annual Financial Results are available on the websites of the
Stock Exchange and the Company's website 'https://www.pnbmetlife.com
) Premium income is gross of reinsurance and net of GST.
d) Line Item No. 5 would be disclosed when Ind AS become applicable to Insurance companies.

) Net Profit/(Loss) before tax, for the period is Profit/(Loss) before tax as appearing in Profit and Loss Account (Shareholders' account).
) Reserves are excluding Revaluation reserve and fair value change account.

) #-Exceptional and /or Extraordinary items adjusted in the Statement of Policyholders' and Shareholders' account in accordance with Ind-AS Rules/ AS

Rules, whi

h) The Company has issued and allotted 4,000 unsecured,

ichever is applicable.

listed, rated, red

xable,

le debentures (NCDs) in the nature

bl
of 'Subordinated Debt' in accordance with IRDAI (Other Forms of Capital) Regu\anons 2015 of ace valuo of 1,000 thousands (each at par) aggregating to
% 4,000,000 thousands through private placement on January 27, 2022

i) Debt-equity ratio is calculated as Total borrowings divided by Net worth
Net Worth = Share Capital + Free Reserves and Surplus + Credit / (Debit) Fair Value Change Account - Debit Balance in Profit and Loss

J) Debt service coverage ratio is calculated as Profit before interest and tax divided by interest expense together with principal repayments of long term debt
during the periox

k) Interest service coverage ratio is calculated as Profit before interest and tax divided by interest expense.

For and on behalf of the Board of Directors.

Ashish Kumar Srivastava
Managing Director and CEO
DIN No. 00355075

Place: Mumbai
Date : January 22, 2024

PNB MetLife India Insurance Company Limited, Registered office: Unit No. 701, 702 & 703, 7th Floor, West Wing, Raheja Towers, 26/27 M G Road, Bangalore
-560001, Karataka. IRDA of India Registration number 117 dated August 6, 2001 with IRDAI. (Regulation 52 (8) read with regulation 52 (4) of the Listing
Regulations) CI No. U66010KA2001PLC028883. The marks "PNB" and "MetLife" are registered trademarks of Punjab National Bank and Metropolitan Life
Insurance Company, respectively. PNB MetLife India Insurance Company Limited is a licensed user of these marks. Call us Toll-free at 1-800-425-6969,
mail: indi in or write to us at 1st Floor, Techniplex-1, Techniplex Complex, Off Veer Savarkar Flyover,
Goregaon (West), Mumbai - 400062. AD-NF/2023-24/279.

Website: wwi
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Karpoori Thakur to be
awarded Bharat Ratna

ARCHIS MOHAN
New Delhi, 23January

day after leading the
A pran pratishtha cere-

mony at the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
announced his government’s
decision to confer the highest
civilian award — the Bharat
Ratna — on former Bihar Chief

Minister Karpoori Thakur
posthumously.
Karpoori Thakur intro-

duced reservations for the
most backward castes (MBCs)
in the state within the larger
quota for backward castes, or
OBCs, in 1978. Referred to as
the ‘Karpoori Thakur formula’,
it predated the Mandal
Commission implementation
by 12 years. During his nearly
10 years at the helm, Prime
Minister Modi tried melding
the two components of the
‘Mandal versus Kamandal’ pol-
itics of 1990. Over the past 48
hours, the Prime Minister
embraced the two streams,
hitherto considered adversari-
al. In 2017, the Modi govern-
ment instituted the G Rohini
Commission for sub-categoriz-
ing the OBC quota to ensure
extremely backward classes
(EBCs) accrue the benefits of
reservation, which dominant
OBCs, such as the Yadavs, are
perceived to have cornered.
‘The commission submitted

Karpoori Thakur mlroduced reservations for the most
backward castes in Bihar within the larger quota for backward
castes, or OBCs, in 1978. It predated the Mandal Commission

implementation by 12 years

its report last year.

However, the decision to
confer the Bharat Ratna on
Karpoori Thakur, who hailed
from a poor nai (barber) caste,
also strikes at the dominant
OBC versus extremely back-
ward classes’ social dynamics
in Bihar. Karpoori Thakur
mentored and shaped Lalu
Prasad and Nitish Kumar's
engagement with politics, both
of whom carried forward the
backward classes and Dalit
assertion in Bihar. However,
EBCs saw Prasad’s rule as one
monopolised by the Yadavs, a
resentment that Kumar har-
nessed to win, in alliance with
the BJP, in 2005.

Last year’s caste survey in

PHOTO: XINARENDRAMODI

Bihar enumerated the socio-
economic status of OBCs and
EBCs as distinct categories.

Last month, the BJP picked
Mohan Yadav as its Madhya
Pradesh chief minister.

The conferring of Bharat
Ratna on Karpoori Thakur also
counters the demand for a
nationwide caste census by the
Congress and its INDIA bloc
allies, such as the Samajwadi
Party, JDU, and RJD.

Born on January 24, 1924,
Karpoori Thakur participated
in the freedom struggle and
was a member of the Congress
Socialist Party and later the
Praja Socialist Party.

He was the legislator of the
Bihar assembly from 1952 until

his death in February 1988, bar-
ring abrief stint as a Lok Sabha
member in 1977, which he quit
tobecome the Bihar chief min-
ister.Karpoori Thakur was the
Bihar chief minister for two
stints, from December 1970 to
June 1971 and June 1977 to
April1979. On Tuesday, follow-
ers and admirers of Karpoori
Thakur concluded their year-
long centenary celebrations in
Patna when the news that the
socialist icon was conferred the
Bharat Ratna was announced.

Arun Srivastava, a socialist
activist who had organised
meetings to mark Karpoori

Thakur's centenary, told
Business Standard that he wel-
comed the decision.

“Modi will end up appropri-
ating socialist icons as well,”
commented an organiser of the
centenary celebrations.

Former Union Finance
Minister and civil servant
Yashwant Sinha, Karpoori
Thakur’s principal secretary in
1978-79, remembered him as a
true mass leader.

According to Sinha, Thakur
had been treated shabbily as a
child by the upper-caste land-
lords of his village. Thakur told
Sinha that he was good at his
studies. When he passed his
matriculation with  good
grades, his father took him
to the village landlord to
inform him about Karpoorji
Thakur’s achievement.

OPINION

Jan Nayak Karpoori Thakur ji
worked to create a more
inclusive society with his policies
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NARENDRA MODI

oday is the birth centenary of Jan

Nayak Karpoori Thakurji, whose
relentless pursuit of social justice created
apositiveimpactin thelives of crores of
people.Inever had the opportunity to
meet KarpoorijibutIheard alotabout
him from Kailashpati Mishraji, who
worked closely with him. He belonged to
one of the most backward sections of
society, the nai samaj. Overcoming
numerousobstacles, heachieved alot
and worked for societal betterment.

Jan Nayak Karpoori Thakurji'slife
revolved around the twin pillars of
simplicity and social justice. Till his last
breath, hissimple lifestyleand humble
nature resonated deeply with the
common people. There are numerous
anecdotes that highlight his simplicity.
Those whoworked with him recall how
he preferred tospend his own money for
any personal matter, including his
daughter’swedding. During histenure
aschief minister (CM) of Bihar, adecision
wastaken tobuild a colony for political
leaders but he himselfdid not take any
land or money for the same. When he

people todonate some money so that
Karpoorijicould purchase anew kurta.
But, Karpooriji was Karpooriji— he
accepted the money but donatedittothe
CMReliefFund.

Socialjustice was mostdeartoJan
Nayak Karpoori Thakur ji. His political
journey was marked by monumental
effortsto create asociety where
resources were distributed fairly, and
everyone, regardless of their social
standing, had access to opportunities.
Hewanted toaddress the systemic
inequalities that plagued Indian society.

Suchwashis commitment to his
idealsthat despitelivingin anera where

where one’s birth did not determine
one’s fate. He belonged to the most
backward strata of society but he worked
forallthe people. He had notrace of
bitternessin him, which iswhat makes
himtruly great.

Overthelast ten years, our
government has walked on the path of
Jan Nayak Karpoori Thakur ji, reflecting
inourschemesand policies that have
brought transformative empowerment.
Oneof the biggest tragedies of our polity
hasbeenthatbarring a fewleaderslike
Karpooriji, the call for social justice was
restricted tobeinga poli(ical slogan.
Inspired by Karpoon ji's vision, we

impl ditasaneffective

the Congress Party wa: he
tookadistinctly anti-Congressline
because he was convinced very early on
thatthe Congress had deviated fromiits
founding principles.

Hiselectoral career beganin the early
1950sand since then he became a force to
reckonwith in the legislative chambers,
powerfullyvolcmg thestrugglesofthe
work mall farmers

governance model. I cansay with
confidence and pride that Jan Nayak
Karpoori Thakurji would have been very
proud of India’s feat of freeing 25 crore
people from the clutches of poverty in
thelast few years. These are people from
the most backward sections of society,
‘whowere denied basic facilities nearly
sevendecad freedom from

and youngsters. Education was a subject
very closeto his heart. Throughout his
political career he worked toimprove
education facilities for the poor. Hewasa
proponentofeducationinlocal
languages sothat people from small
townsand villages can climbtheladder
and attainsuccess. As CM, he took many
measures for the welfare of senior
citizensaswell.

Democracy, debate, and discussion
were integral to Karpooriji’s personality.
Thisspirit wasseen when heimmersed
himselfin the Quit Indiamovementasa
youngster and it was again seen when he
resisted the. Emergencywolh and nail.

ly

colonial rule. At the sametime, our
effortstowards saturation —of ensuring
every scheme reaches 100 per cent
coverage —echoes hiscommitmentto
social welfare. Today, when people from
OBC,SCand ST communities are
becomingentrepreneurs due to MUDRA
loans, it fulfils Karpoori Thakurji's
vision of economicindependence.
Likewise, it was our government that
had the privilege of extending SC, ST
and OBCreservations. We also had the
honour of setting up the OBC
Commission (which was opposed by
Congress, sadly), which is working on
the path shown by Karpooriji. Our PM-

passed away in 1988, several nt
tohisvillage to pay tributes. When they
saw the condition of his house, they were
moved totears—how cansomeoneso
towering have ahouse sosimple!
Anotheranecdote of his simplicity
datesbackto1977when he had just taken
overas CMof Bihar. The Janata
governmentwasin power in Delhiand
Patna. Thattime, Janataleaders had
gathered in Patnato mark Loknayak JP’s
birthday. Among the galaxy of top
leaders walked in chief minister
Karpoori Thakurji, withatorn kurta. In
hisownstyle, Chandrashekharji asked

Hisunique perspective:
admired by thelikes of JP, Dr Lohiaand
CharanSinghji.

Perhaps one of Jan Nayak Karpoori
Thakurji's most significant
contributionsto Indiawashisrolein
strengthening the affirmative action
apparatus for the backward classes, with
thehope that they were given the
representation and opportunities they
deserved. Hisdecision was met with
heavy opposition but he did notbowto
any pressure. Under hisleadership,
policies were implemented thatlaid the
groundwork foramore inclusive society,

ishwakarmascheme will also bring
new avenues of prosperity for millions of
people belonging to OBC communities
across India.

Asapersonbelongingtothe

backward classes myself, Thave muchto
thankJan Nayak Karpoori Thakur ji for.
Unfortunately, we lost Karpoorijiata
relatively young age of 64. Welost him
whenwe needed him the most. Yet, he
lives oninthe heartsand minds of crores
of people due to hiswork. Hewasatrue
Jan Nayak!

Thewriteris the prime minister of India

Official rejects ‘poll date’ speculation

ARCHIS MOHAN
New Delhi 23 January

An internal note stating that the Lok
Sabha elections could be held on April
16 was only for indicative purposes for
officials to plan preparations and should
not be construed as the polling date for
the seven parliamentary seats in the
national capital, Delhi’s chief electoral
officer clarified on Tuesday.

The internal note circulated by the
office of Delhi’s chief electoral officer,
with April 16 as the tentative “poll date”

to help officials schedule activities “in
the build-up” to the general election,
fuelled speculations that it could be
advanced by a couple of weeks since
Delhi voted in the latter half of the mul-
ti-phase election in 2019.

In the 2019 Lok Sabha polls, which
took place over seven phases from April
11 to May 19, voting for Delhi’s seven
seats took place in the sixth phase on
May 12.

However, in the polling for the 2014
Lok Sabha polls, which took place over
nine phases from April 7 to May 12, Delhi

voted in the third phase on April 10. In
2009, Delhi voted in the fifth, the penul-
timate phase, on May 7.

In 2019, the elections were
announced on March 10. In 2014, the
dates were announced on March 5.
“Some media queries are coming refer-
ring to a circular by @CeodelhiOffice to
clarify whether April 16 is a tentative poll
day for Lok Sabha elections. It is clarified
that this date was mentioned only for
‘reference’ for officials to plan activities
as per Election Planner of ECL” the
office’s handle posted on X.
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for Design,

1 Block No. 2, 2nd Floor, C & D Wing,

G;Q’ Gujarat Informatics Limited

Sector-10A, Gandhinagar.

APPOINTMENTS

Development,

nabing e Govenance | Phone:079-23256022, Fax:079-23238925 Websit : htp:/gil qujarat govin
GlLinvites bids through GeM Portal for Selection of Vendor
Customization and
Configuration of COTS based Mobile App Solution for
Water Resources Department, Government of Guijarat
(Tender No. GEM/2023/B/4409381 dated 20-01-2024).
Interested parties may visit http://www.gil.gujarat.gov.in
or https://www.gem.gov.in for eligibility criteria & more

details about the bids. - Managing Director

MECON LIMITED

(A PSU under Ministry of Steel, Govt. of India)

H.O: Doranda, Ranchi-834002
CIN No.: U74140JH1973G01001199

EMPLOYMENT NOTIFICATION
MECON Limited requires
Eminent Steel Plant Experts on contract basis
for “Operation(s)/Maintenance”
(O&M)/Commissioning of Integrated Steel
Plant (Advt. No. 11.73.4/2024/NSL_O&M_
Contract/01 Dated: 24/01/2024).

For further details please visit the link “Careers”
of our website: www.meconlimited.co.in.

A

apcotex industries limited

H Registered Office:
49-53 Mahavir Centre, Sector 17, Vashi, Navi Mumbai - 400 703
apc tex Tel.: 022- 2777 0800 o www.apcotex.com e Email: redressal@apcotex.com
‘Bonds Beyand Ghemisiry CIN: L99999MH1986PLC039199
Extract of S of Audited Fi ial R Its for the
Quarter and Nine th ded D ber 31, 2023.
(Rs. in Lakhs)
QUARTER ENDED NINE MONTHS ENDED | YEAR ENDED
SR.
NO. PARTIGULARS 31st Dec.23 | 30th Sept.23|31st Dec.22 | 31st Dec.23 | 31st Dec.22|31st March 23
Audited Audited Audited Audited Audited Audited

1 | Total Income from Operations 25,896.70 28,092.63 23,593.61 81,961.00 82,979.57| 1,08,721.84
2 | Net Profit for the period (before

tax, exceptional and / or

extraordinary items) 1,540.69 2,123.67 2,763.13 5,310.40 11,478.17 14,551.47
3 | Net Profit for the period before tax|

(after exceptional and / or

extraordinary items) 1,540.69 2,123.67 2,763.13 531040 11,478.17 14,551.47
4 | Net Profit for the period after tax

(after exceptional and / or

extraordinary items) 1,113.31 1,531.20 2,037.32 3,856.50 8,472.77 10,793.88
5 | Total Comprehensive Income for

the period [Comprising profit for

the period (after tax) and other

comprehensive income (after tax)) 1,767.26 1,666.10 2,011.96 5,569.63 8,468.32 10,577.21
6 | Paid up Equity Share Capital

(Face value of Rs.2/- each) 1,036.90 1,036.90 1,036.90 1,036.90 1,036.90 1,036.90
7 | Earning per Share

Basic & Diluted (*Not annualised) 2.15* 2.95* 3.93* 7.44% 16.34* 20.82

Notes:
A) The above is an extract of the detailed format of the results for the Quarter ended December 31, 2023 filed with the stock
exchanges under regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The

full format of the quarterly financial results are available on Company's Website www.apcotex.com and on the website

of the Stock Exchanges www.nseindia.com and www.bseindia.com.

B) The above financial results were reviewed by the Audit Committee and approved by the Board of Directors at their

meetil

C) The Board of Directors have recommended an Interim Dividend @ Rs 2/- per share (on fully paid up share of Rs 2/-
each) for financial year 2023-24 and fixed February 5, 2024 as record date for determining entitlement of members for

ng heldon January 23, 2024.

the purpose of payment of interim dividend.

Place: Mumbai
Date: January 23, 2024

For and on behalf of the Board

Sd/-

Atul C. Choksey
Chairman

DIN: 00002102

pnb MetlLife

NMilkan lt{e aage hadhaein

PNB MetLife India Insurance C

pany Limited: N

Pap

Registration Number: 117 dated August 6, 2001 with IRDAI
(Regulation 52 (8) read with regulation 52 (4) of the Listing Regulations)

(% in Lakhs)
Quarterending | Period ending | Quarter ending
Sr.No. | Particulars D 1, 31, Dx 31,
2023 2023 2022
1 Premium Income (Gross) (Refer note (c)) 2,39,096 6,34,989 215,762
A B e
3| Bxoptona neor Scaovarytoms Goterrote @) | 4591 18718 5722
o |t o ot perd st e wo | wm | s
Total Comprehensive Income for the period
5 [Comprising Profit/(Loss) for the period (after tax) NA NA NA
and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax)]
6 Equity Share Capital (as at date) 2,01,288 2,01,288 2,01,288
;| Reserves (excluding Revaluation Reserve) as shown . . .
in the Audited Balance Sheet (Refer note (f))
Earning per share (Face value of 310 each)
8 a. Basic (Not annualized for three and nine months) (in %) 0.20 0.65 0.27
b. Diluted (Not annualized for three and nine months (in %) 0.20 0.65 0.27
9 Debt-equity ratio (no. of times) 0.25 0.25 0.28
10 Debt service coverage ratio (no. of times) 6.29 6.61 7.99
1 Interest service coverage ratio (no. of times) 6.29 6.61 7.99
Footnotes

a) This format is modified to reffect the terminology used in the Insurance Act IRDAI Regulations.
b) The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly/Half yearly Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI
(Listing and Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Quarterly/Annual Financial Results are available on the websites of the
Stock Exchange and the Company's website 'https://www.pnbmetlife.com
) Premium income is gross of reinsurance and net of GST.
d) Line Item No. 5 would be disclosed when Ind AS become applicable to Insurance companies.

) Net Profit/(Loss) before tax, for the period is Profit/(Loss) before tax as appearing in Profit and Loss Account (Shareholders' account).
) Reserves are excluding Revaluation reserve and fair value change account.

) #-Exceptional and /or Extraordinary items adjusted in the Statement of Policyholders' and Shareholders' account in accordance with Ind-AS Rules/ AS

Rules, whi

h) The Company has issued and allotted 4,000 unsecured,

ichever is applicable.

listed, rated, red

xable,

le debentures (NCDs) in the nature

bl
of 'Subordinated Debt' in accordance with IRDAI (Other Forms of Capital) Regu\anons 2015 of ace valuo of 1,000 thousands (each at par) aggregating to
% 4,000,000 thousands through private placement on January 27, 2022

i) Debt-equity ratio is calculated as Total borrowings divided by Net worth
Net Worth = Share Capital + Free Reserves and Surplus + Credit / (Debit) Fair Value Change Account - Debit Balance in Profit and Loss

J) Debt service coverage ratio is calculated as Profit before interest and tax divided by interest expense together with principal repayments of long term debt
during the periox

k) Interest service coverage ratio is calculated as Profit before interest and tax divided by interest expense.

For and on behalf of the Board of Directors.

Ashish Kumar Srivastava
Managing Director and CEO
DIN No. 00355075

Place: Mumbai
Date : January 22, 2024

PNB MetLife India Insurance Company Limited, Registered office: Unit No. 701, 702 & 703, 7th Floor, West Wing, Raheja Towers, 26/27 M G Road, Bangalore
-560001, Karataka. IRDA of India Registration number 117 dated August 6, 2001 with IRDAI. (Regulation 52 (8) read with regulation 52 (4) of the Listing
Regulations) CI No. U66010KA2001PLC028883. The marks "PNB" and "MetLife" are registered trademarks of Punjab National Bank and Metropolitan Life
Insurance Company, respectively. PNB MetLife India Insurance Company Limited is a licensed user of these marks. Call us Toll-free at 1-800-425-6969,
mail: indi in or write to us at 1st Floor, Techniplex-1, Techniplex Complex, Off Veer Savarkar Flyover,
Goregaon (West), Mumbai - 400062. AD-NF/2023-24/279.

Website: wwi
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